
 

 
 
March 17, 2020 
 
Dear BC Adventist Education Parents: 
 
We have entered uncharted waters and unprecedented times unlike anything we have seen before. One 
thing we know is that we have hope. We can be assured that our God is watching over each of us and 
takes an active interest in us personally and in our schools. 
 
With the announcement today of the closure of schools “until further notice” from the BC Ministry of 
Education, we are finding ourselves needing to adjust to ensure that we will be delivering a learning 
platform for your children. 
 
We want to assure you that our BC Conference Adventist educators have begun planning and preparing 
the next steps of what this will mean for the education of your children. As this crisis unfolds there may 
be updates and changes along the way that seem unnecessary, but we will be diligent in keeping you 
informed of any and all directives from the decision makers. Currently all our school are enjoying spring 
break, so I hope you continue to do so as well. We will keep you informed every step of the way. 
 
In consultation with Conference Administration these decisions we are making are aligned with the BC 
Ministry of Education, Federation of Independent Schools Authority, and BC Health Authority. Here are 
some quick answers that we can help you with but please know that the message today from the 
Minister of Education was “We don’t have all the answers today.” 
 
Why did schools have to close? These are challenging and difficult times for everyone as we all work 
together to limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus. The decision to close was made by BC’s Chief Medical 
Officer of Health and the Minister of Education. We support this decision. 
 
How long will this last? The government has closed schools until further notice. We do not know for 
how long but have been advised that this will not be a short-term closure. Government, families and our 
schools want students back as soon as it is safe to do so. 
 
We work, what am I supposed to do about child care? We are understanding and are sorry about this 
challenge. The government acknowledges that this difficult decision would cause significant disruption 
to families and employers. We understand that the government has asked employers to be flexible and 
are looking at supports to assist families. Many employers are also facing these disruptions with a 
reduction in business. Hopefully this will allow them flexibility to support families. 
 
What is going to happen to my child’s schooling? In the announcement, the government committed to 
the following: 
 
• Students will receive final grades. 
• Student will progress to the next level. 



 

• At this time Grad Assessments for Grade 12 students have been postponed. Grade 10 Numeracy is all 
that is needed to graduate, and most Grade 12 students have written this test. More information will be 
given once it is made available to us. 
• Students will graduate. 
• Post-secondary institutions will be asked to do all they can to accommodate graduates faced with 
these changes. 
 
What will happen to my child’s access to an education? In making the announcement, the government 
pledged that school staff will still be working and are expected to support continuity of learning for 
students. We are developing plans for staff to continue providing learning for all students. This will take 
a few days and updates will be provided once those plans are finalized. We ask that you please be 
patient with us and give us a bit of time to work through the details. Please do not contact teachers until 
we have sent information to families. 
 
What if we don’t have access to the internet for lessons that could potentially be on-line? We are 
taking the needs of our families into consideration and will accommodate lessons and learning as best 
we can. More details will be provided in the coming days as to how learning will continue. 
 
Are we able to come to the school and pick-up books, personal possessions and supplies? We kindly 
ask that you wait to be contacted from the school directly regarding what the next steps will be. You will 
be informed of the process for pick-up in the next few days. 
 
We are privileged to educate your children at our school. We want to sincerely thank you for your 
patience and understanding. We will keep you posted, and all information will continue to come from 
both our office and from the local school level. This setback will be a challenge but if we all work 
together and know that God is in control we will get through this crisis. One of my favorite verses that 
gives me a sense of calm is…Psalms 27:1 The Lord is my light and my salvation whom shall, I fear? The 
Lord is the stronghold of my life of whom shall I be afraid? 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Phil Hudema 
Superintendent of Education 
BC Conference 


